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National Officers: President - 

Jingguang Chen, Columbia 

University & Brookhaven National 

Laboratory; Vice-President - 

Christopher Jones, Georgia Insti-

tute of Technology; Secretary - 

Javier Guzman, ExxonMobil; 

Treasurer - Beata Kilos, Dow 

Chemical Company; Lead Trus-

tee - Thomas F. Degnan, Jr., 

University of Notre Dame; Com-

munications Director - Edrick 

Morales, Sasol (USA) Corporation. 

 

Club Representatives: California - 

Alex Katz, University of California, 

Berkeley; Canada - Natalia Sem-

agina, University of Alberta; Chi-

cago - Christopher L. Marshall, 

Argonne National Laboratory; 

Mexico - José Javier Rivera de la 

Rosa , Universidad Autonoma de 

Nuevo León; Michigan - Eric 

Stangland, The Dow Chemical 

Company; New England - Yuriy 

Roman, MIT; New York - Israel E. 

Wachs, Lehigh University; Pacific - 

Alex Katz, University of California-

Berkeley; Philadelphia - Dion 

Vlachos, University of Delaware; 

Pittsburgh/Cleveland - Götz 

Vesser, University of Pittsburgh; 

Organic Reactions Catalysis 

Society - Karl O. Albrecht, ADM; 

Rocky Mountain - Ryan Richards, 

Colorado School of Mines; South-

east - Carsten Sievers, Georgia 

Institute of Technology; South-

west - Bert Chandler, Trinity Uni-

versity ; Tri-State (KY/OH/WV) - 

Umit S. Ozkan, The Ohio State 

University. 

 

Directors–at–Large: Abhaya 

Datye, University of New Mexico; 

Jim Dumesic, University of Wis-

consin; Maria Flytzani-

Stephanopoulos; Tufts University; 

Bruce C. Gates, University of 

California at Davis; Fabio H. Ribei-

ro, Purdue University; Stuart L. 

Soled, ExxonMobil. 
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T he North American Catalysis Soci-

ety sponsors six prestigious awards 

and lectureships to recognize the 

accomplishments of catalysis scien-

tists and to promote the advance-

ment of catalysis science in North 

America and world-wide.  The 2019 

awardees and their outstanding ac-

complishments are described in this Newsletter. 

The awardees will be recognized at the award ban-

quet during the biennial North American Meeting (NAM), 

to be held in Chicago on June 23-28, 2019.  We look for-

ward to seeing you in Chicago!  

 

 

 

 

Jingguang Chen 

President, North American Catalysis Society 

Letter form the President 

T he 26th meeting of the North American 

Catalysis Society, NAM26, will be held in 

the great city of Chicago in 2019! A Letter 

of Invitation can be downloaded here. 

This meeting marks 50 years since the 

first NAM in 1969 in Philadelphia. In these 

past 50 years, the North American Meeting 

has become the preeminent biennial 

meeting of catalysis science and technolo-

gy. Throughout this meeting, we will be 

looking back at the evolution of the study 

of catalysis over the past fifty years, but also 

looking forward to the next fifty. Although 

some of the tools have changed, and the 

discipline has become larger and more 

global, many of the same fundamental 

questions remain, rooted as they are in the 

basic desire to design, control, and under-

stand catalyst structure – and therefore 

function – from a single atom to a reactor, 

and from a single elementary step to years 

time on stream. As has been true for 50 

years, this meeting will feature talks from 

leading researchers and practitioners from 

around the world, bustling poster sessions to 

cross-fertilize ideas, and plenty of opportu-

nities to catch up with colleagues 

new and old. 

As part of the 50th anniversary 

celebration, we invite everyone to 

contribute on our history 

page NAM at 50, on Twitter. 

 For some of you, this will be your 

first meeting. Welcome! What 

do you want out of this 

meeting? Why do you study 

catalysis? 

 For others, this may be your 2nd 

or even your 26th meeting. 

What has been your most 

memorable NAM experience? 

A talk that led to special 

insight? A packed hall hearing 

you speak? A chance meeting 

between sessions that led to 

your 1st (or 4th) job? 

 For everyone, what do you 

think will be the next big thing? 

What might be the 

breakthrough that will make the 

2069 meeting so different from 

this one? 

Whatever the answers, we 

look forward to seeing you in Chi-

cago, June 23-28, 2019! Please 

contact us at chairs@nam26.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul T. Barger 

Senior R&D Fellow 

UOP LLC, a Honeywell company 

Meeting co-chair 

 

Justin M. Notestein 

Professor of Chemical and Biolog-

ical Engineering 

Northwestern University 

Meeting co-chair 

 

 

Online registration has closed. 

You may still register on-site at the 

meeting.  

http://www.nam26.org/
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I  am pleased to announce that 

Dr. Teh Ho of ExxonMobil 

(Retired) is the recipient of the 

2018 F. G. Ciapetta Lectureship in 

Catalysis sponsored by W. R. 

Grace & Co. It is awarded 

biennially in even-numbered 

years. The award consists of a 

plaque and an honorarium of 

$5,000. The plaque will be 

presented during the closing 

banquet ceremonies at the 2019 

North American Meeting of the 

Catalysis Society. 

Dr. Ho will be invited to pre-

sent lectures at the local catalysis 

clubs and societies during the two

-year period covered by this 

award. 

The F. G. Ciapetta Lectureship 

in Catalysis is given in recognition 

of substantial contributions to one 

or more areas in the field of catal-

ysis with emphasis on industrially 

significant catalysts and catalytic 

processes and the discovery of 

new catalytic reactions and sys-

tems of potential industrial im-

portance. 

Teh Ho has recently retired 

from ExxonMobil’s corporate re-

search laboratory after a 37-year 

industrial career (including 4 years 

with Halcon R&D Development 

Corp). He continues to spend his 

spare time writing papers on ca-

talysis and reaction engineering. 

He has been a prolific author, writ-

ing comprehensive reviews on 

hydrodenitrogenation, hy-

drodesulfurization, and process 

modeling. 

Teh had spent a large fraction 

of his career in probing reaction 

kinetics of several industrially im-

portant areas with particular em-

phasis on sulfide catalysis and the 

role of hydrogenation vs hydro-

genolysis and the influence of 

basic vs. non-basic organo-

nitrogen species as inhibitors. To 

overcome the difficulties of char-

acterizing highly disordered sulfide 

catalysts, he developed a dy-

namic technique to determine 

the number of catalytic active 

sites and the structure-activity re-

lationship for hydrodesulfurization 

catalysts. His work has always 

used high-level modeling for gain-

ing predictive understanding. 

He is the recipient of 2002 

Thomas Alva Edison Patent Award 

of the Research Council of New 

Jersey, the 2002 Catalysis and Re-

action Engineering Practice 

Award of the AIChE, the 2004 

AIChE Wilhelm Award, the 2006 

AIChE Evans Chemical Engineer-

ing Practice Award. He capped 

off his industrial career with induc-

tion into the National Academy of 

Engineering in 2016. 

Citation: "Catalytic removal of 

sulfur and nitrogen from hydrocar-

bons for manufacturing clean 

fuels and petrochemicals." 

 

Christopher W. Jones 

VP, North American Catalysis 

Society 

I  am pleased to announce that 

Prof. Alexis T. Bell is the recipient 

of the 2018 NACS Award for Distin-

guished Service in the Advance-

ment of Catalysis. The award is co

-sponsored by ExxonMobil and 

Clariant. It is awarded biennially in 

even-numbered years. The award 

consists of a plaque and an hono-

rarium of $5,000. The plaque will 

be presented during the closing 

banquet ceremonies at the 2019 

North American Meeting of the 

Catalysis Society. 

The NACS Award for Distin-

guished Service in the Advance-

ment of Catalysis is given to a per-

son who has advanced catalytic 

chemistry or engineering by signif-

icant service to the catalysis com-

munity in addition to their tech-

nical accomplishments. 

Alex Bell’s distinguished ser-

vice to the catalysis community 

has significantly advanced the 

field through a wide variety of 

leadership positions. He has been 

the Editor in Chief of 

<em>Catalysis Reviews – Science 

and Engineering and Chemical 

Engineering Science</em>. In 

addition, Alex has taken leader-

ship roles that have greatly im-

pacted catalysis. He was appoint-

ed as Chair of a Panel on New 

Directions in Catalytic Science 

and Technology for the National 

Research Council from 1989-91. 

He organized a workshop on the 

subject and led the writing of a 

report entitled <em>Catalysis 

Looks to the Future</em>. Oral 

presentations based on the report 

were made to House and Senate 

committees dealing with science 

and technology. The findings of 

the report served to launch and 

strengthen research programs in 

catalysis in many parts of the 

world and provided direction and 

supporting information for many 

research proposals submitted in 

the US. Alex has also served in 

leadership positions for workshops 

designed to help shape DOE pro-

grams that impact catalysis. In 

addition to these special assign-

ments Alex has also taken on 

leadership roles in the NACS and 

international catalysis societies. 

Alex established this record of ser-

vice while advancing the 

knowledge of catalysis with the 

publication of over 700 technical 

publications, with an h-index of 

111. He has established leadership 

roles in mechanistic studies using 

vibrational spectroscopies and 

kinetic analysis for a variety of cat-

alytic reactions, and applications 

to catalysis of theory ranging from 

molecular dynamics to bond or-

der conservation methods to den-

sity functional theory. This most 

impressive body of work has been 

widely recognized, including elec-

tion to the National Academies of 

both Engineering and Science.  

The time required for these 

tasks was substantial, but the ben-

efits to the catalysis community 

were huge and made possible 

only by Alex's unique combination 

of skill and commitment. The com-

munity is very thankful to Alex for 

these important contributions. 

 

Christopher W. Jones 

VP, North American Catalysis Soci-

ety 

Alexis T. Bell is the recipient of the 2018 NACS Award 

for Distinguished Service in the Advancement of      

Catalysis 

Teh Ho is the recipient of the 2018 F.G. Ciapetta     

Lectureship in Catalysis 
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Hai-Ying Chen is the recipient of the 2019 Eugene J. 

Houdry Award in Applied Catalysis 

Javier Pérez-Ramírez is the recipient of the 2019 Paul H. 

Emmett Award in Fundamental Catalysis 

I  am pleased to announce that 

Dr. Hai-Ying Chen of Johnson 

Matthey is the recipient of the 

2019 Eugene J. Houdry Award in 

Applied Catalysis sponsored by 

Clariant.  

The Eugene J. Houdry Award 

in Applied Catalysis recognizes 

and encourages individual contri-

butions in the field of catalysis with 

emphasis on the development of 

new and improved catalysts and 

processes representing outstand-

ing advances in their useful appli-

cation. It is awarded biennially in 

odd-numbered years. The award 

consists of a plaque and an hono-

rarium of $5,000. The plaque will 

be presented during the closing 

banquet ceremonies at the 2019 

North American Meeting of the 

Catalysis Society (NAM26) in Chi-

cago. Dr. Chen will also present a 

Plenary Lecture at the 2019 North 

American Meeting of the Cataly-

sis Society in recognition of this 

honor.  

Dr. Chen is recognized for his 

outstanding contributions to ad-

vancing the capabilities of cata-

lytic converters for automotive 

exhaust emission control – a field 

pioneered by Eugene J. Houdry 

I  am pleased to announce that 

Dr. Javier Pérez-Ramírez of ETH 

Zurich is the recipient of the 2019 

Paul H. Emmett Award in Funda-

mental Catalysis, sponsored by W. 

R. Grace & Co. This prize is award-

ed biennially in odd-numbered 

years. The award consists of a 

plaque and an honorarium of 

$5,000. The plaque will be pre-

sented during the closing ban-

quet ceremonies at the 2019 

North American Meeting of the 

Catalysis Society. Dr. Pérez-

Ramírez will present a Plenary 

Lecture at the 2019 North Ameri-

can Meeting of the Catalysis Soci-

ety (NAM26, in Chicago). 

The Paul H. Emmett Award in 

Fundamental Catalysis recognizes 

and encourages individual contri-

butions in the field of catalysis 

with emphasis on discovery and 

understanding of catalytic phe-

nomena, proposal of catalytic 

reaction mechanisms and identifi-

cation of and description of cata-

lytic sites and species. 

The 2019 award recognizes 

Professor Pérez-Ramírez for signifi-

cant contributions to the design 

of catalytic materials and process 

concepts to solve energy, re-

more than 60 years ago. Dr. Chen 

and his team at Johnson Matthey 

have developed and industrial-

ized many innovative catalyst 

technologies for cleaning air pol-

lutants from exhaust emissions. 

These include the development of 

NOx adsorber catalysts for diesel 

pickup trucks to meet stringent US 

EPA 2010 emission standards in 

2007; the discovery and commer-

cialization of a group of small-

pore zeolite supported Cu cata-

lysts for the selective catalytic re-

duction of NOx for heavy-duty 

diesel trucks to meet low NOx 

emission regulations in 2010; and 

the most recent invention of Pd-

zeolite based diesel cold start 

concept catalysts that help fuel-

efficient vehicles meet stricter fu-

ture environmental regulations. 

Millions of emission control cata-

lysts and systems that contain the 

technologies developed by Dr. 

Chen and his team have been 

installed on vehicles. This has re-

sulted in millions of tons of reduc-

tion in air pollutants, which signifi-

cantly benefits our environment 

and society.  

 

Dr. Chen received his Ph.D. in 

Chemistry from Fudan University, 

Shanghai, China. He conducted 

postdoctoral research at North-

western University, Evanston, Illi-

nois. He has published more than 

60 technical papers and holds 

more than 140 granted patents in 

various jurisdictions around the 

world.  

 

Citation: 

For outstanding contributions to 

advancements in catalyst tech-

nologies and science for diesel 

exhaust emission control.  

source, and environmental chal-

lenges of society at large. He has 

developed catalysts that enable 

pioneering selective routes for 

CO<sub>2</sub> hydrogenation 

to methanol and halogen-

mediated functionalization of nat-

ural gas components, as well as 

for conversion of renewables to 

chemical building blocks. He has 

advanced techniques for 

nanostructuring of noble metals in 

the form of defined ensembles or 

single atoms. This has enabled key 

sustainability targets, such as the 

avoidance of harmful modifiers for 

liquid-phase alkyne hydrogena-

tion. The thread of his research 

combines creative discovery with 

advanced structural and mecha-

nistic understanding, emphasizing 

the bridge between the molecu-

lar level and application at the 

technical scale. 

 

Citation: 

For the design of innovative cata-

lytic processes to address energy, 

resource, and environmental 

challenges. 

 

Christopher W. Jones 

VP, North American Catalysis So-

ciety  



Back to Cover 

Enrique Iglesia is the recipient of the 2019 Michel    

Boudart Award for the Advancement of Catalysis 

Abhaya Datye is the recipient of the 2019 Robert     

Burwell Lectureship in Catalysis 

W e are pleased to announce 

that Professor Enrique Igle-

sia of the University of California at 

Berkeley is the recipient of the 

2019 Michel Boudart Award for 

the Advancement of Catalysis. 

The award is presented jointly by 

the North American Catalysis Soci-

ety (NACS) and the European 

Federation of Catalysis Societies 

(EFCATS). The award is supported 

by the Haldor Topsøe Company 

and is awarded biennially in odd-

numbered years. Professor Iglesia 

will give plenary lectures at the 

2019 NACS and EFCATS meetings. 

The award consists of a plaque 

and a prize of $6,000. The plaque 

will be presented during the clos-

ing banquet ceremonies at the 

2019 North American Meeting of 

the Catalysis Society (NAM26 in 

Chicago).  

The Michel Boudart Award 

recognizes and encourages indi-

vidual contributions to the eluci-

dation of the mechanism and 

active sites involved in catalytic 

phenomena and to the develop-

ment of new methods or con-

cepts that advance the under-

standing and/or practice of heter-

ogeneous catalysis. 

I  am pleased to announce that 

Professor Abhaya Datye of the 

University of New Mexico is the 

recipient of the 2019 Robert Bur-

well Lectureship in Catalysis, spon-

sored by Johnson Matthey and 

administered by the North Ameri-

can Catalysis Society. It is award-

ed biennially in odd-numbered 

years. The award consists of a 

plaque and an honorarium of 

$5,000, which will be presented at 

the award banquet at the NAM26 

Chicago meeting. An additional 

$4,500 is available to cover travel-

ling expenses in North America. 

The awardee is expected to lec-

ture at many of the local catalysis 

clubs. 

The Robert Burwell Lecture-

ship in Catalysis is given in recog-

nition of substantial contributions 

to one or more areas in the field 

of catalysis with emphasis on dis-

covery and understanding of cat-

alytic phenomena, catalytic re-

action mechanisms and identifi-

cation and description of catalyt-

ic sites and species. The awardee 

is selected on the basis of his/her 

contributions to the catalytic liter-

ature and the current timeliness of 

these research contributions. The 

Professor Enrique Iglesia and 

his research group have ad-

vanced the design, synthesis, and 

structural and mechanistic char-

acterization of solid catalysts for 

chemical reactions involved in the 

production, conversion, and use 

of energy carriers, in sustainable 

syntheses of chemicals and inter-

mediates, and in the protection of 

the environment. These advances 

exploit novel protocols for the syn-

thesis of well-defined nanostruc-

tures and isolated uniform sites 

within porous solids, as well as 

techniques that probe the local 

structure and atomic connectivity 

in these materials, in most instanc-

es as catalytic turnovers occur. His 

research approach, in the spirit 

and teachings of his mentor, Pro-

fessor Michel Boudart, is under-

pinned by chemical kinetics, 

spectroscopic probes, thermody-

namic cycles, transition state the-

ory, and statistical mechanics and 

quantum methods for the purpose 

of elucidating the essential fea-

tures of the relevant surface 

chemistry and the nature of the 

required active sites. His most re-

cent work has brought together 

solvation effects on reactivity and 

selectivity induced by confine-

ment and by dense phases, 

whether liquid or adsorbed layers, 

into a unifying conceptual frame-

work. In doing so, these studies 

have led to the more accurate 

and explicit isolation of the re-

spective effects of the binding 

point and the reaction environ-

ment on transition state stability, 

thus allowing the definition of 

more complete descriptors of site 

reactivity in oxidation and acid 

catalysis. The relevance of his re-

search to the practice of catalysis 

is evident from his many patents, 

several of which have enabled 

improvements in catalytic pro-

cesses for the conversion of natu-

ral gas and oxygenates to fuels 

and chemicals as well as the 

broader application of zeotypes 

in chemical syntheses and envi-

ronmental control.  

 

Jingguang Chen 

President, North American Cataly-

sis Society 

recipient may be invited to (1) visit 

and lecture to each of the affiliat-

ed Clubs/Societies with which mu-

tually satisfactory arrangements 

can be made and (2) prepare a 

review paper(s) for publication 

covering these lectures. Publica-

tion will be in an appropriate peri-

odical.  

Professor Abhaya Datye and 

his research group have per-

formed elegant and creative ex-

periments that have clarified rela-

tionships between the atomic-

level structure of heterogeneous 

catalysts and their reactivity and/

or stability. He has introduced new 

approaches to doing catalysis 

research (e.g., model catalysts 

and sample preparation tech-

niques) that enabled the use of 

electron microscopy to study in-

dustrially relevant catalysts. He 

thus elucidated important funda-

mental concepts that are crucial 

for designing catalysts for im-

proved performance. He showed 

how catalytic activity is enhanced 

due to oxidation-induced rough-

ening of metal surfaces in nano-

particles, and how phase transfor-

mations in Fe Fischer-Tropsch cat-

alysts can cause catalyst attrition. 

A major contribution was the use 

of electron microscopy and sinter-

ing rate equations to uncover 

atomic-scale mechanisms of cat-

alyst sintering. Recently, his group 

described a method for generat-

ing stable monomeric Pt species 

on the surfaces of a ceria support, 

termed atom trapping. In this 

work, high temperatures, which 

normally destroy catalysts, enable 

the synthesis of thermally stable 

single atom catalysts (SACs). By 

studying the trapping of mobile 

atoms on the support, his group 

has improved our fundamental 

understanding of catalyst regen-

eration. These insights have led to 

many creative ideas for new sinter

-resistant catalyst materials that 

have great industrial relevance. 
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T he North American Catalysis 

Society sponsors six prestigious 

awards and lectureships to recog-

nize the accomplishments of ca-

talysis scientists and to promote 

the advancement of catalysis 

science in North America and 

world-wide. 

Three of these awards include 

plenary lectures at NACS biannual 

meetings (Eugene J. Houdry 

Award in Applied Catalysis, Paul 

H. Emmett Award in Fundamental 

Catalysis, Michel Boudart Award 

for the Advancement of Catalysis, 

the latter jointly presented with 

the European Federation of Ca-

talysis Societies). The F.G. Ciapet-

ta and Robert Burwell Lectureships 

in Catalysis involve lectures at lo-

cal club meetings and the 

presentation of the awards at the 

NACS meeting banquet. The 

NACS Award for Distinguished 

Service in the Advancement of 

Catalysis is the most recent recog-

nition instituted by the Society. All 

of these awards are presented 

every two years and the nomina-

tion deadlines are listed in below. 

Additional information is available 

in the NACS website: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/.  

Canvassing and Nomination Pro-

cesses 

NACS encourages all nominations 

for these awards and nominators 

and nominees need not be NACS 

members. The President instructs 

the Vice President to form a can-

vassing committee for each cycle 

of every award to ensure a full 

slate of outstanding candidates. 

This committee is led by the NACS 

Vice-President and consists of pre-

vious award recipients and recog-

nized experts within the catalysis 

community at-large. The commit-

tee identifies worthy candidates 

and its Chair seeks nominators for 

these candidates, but provides no 

specific guidance about the 

preparation of the nomination 

packages beyond that provided 

on the NACS web site. The Chair 

also instructs the Secretary to con-

tact all NACS local representa-

tives to request that they canvass 

for nominations within their local 

sections. All nomination deadlines 

and cycles are also announced in 

the quarterly NACS newsletter. 

 

Award Recipient Nomination Pro-

cess 

The jury that selects each NACS 

award recipient consists of scien-

tists and engineers recognized as 

experts and representing industry, 

academia, and national labs. The 

members of this jury must have no 

affiliation with any of the nomi-

nees and are specifically asked to 

disclose any conflicts of interest 

and to disqualify themselves with-

out prejudice when a conflict ex-

ists. The selection jury is appointed 

by the NACS President, who seeks 

guidance in selecting its members 

from the Vice President and from 

senior members of the catalysis 

community. The identity of the jury 

members is kept in the strictest 

confidence and known only to 

the President; the members are 

also required to keep their partici-

pation in these committees confi-

dential. 

The NACS President provides 

the jury with the nomination pack-

ages for all candidates within two 

weeks of the deadline; in the in-

tervening time, potential jury 

members are asked about their 

willingness to serve. The members 

of the jury rank the candidates 

and provide specific details for 

their selection in the case of the 

top three candidates. In some 

cases, jury members are asked to 

again rank the top two candi-

dates side-by-side, after consider-

ing their respective nomination 

packages once again. 

Award Deadlines 

Ciapetta 

8 November 2019 

 

Service 

22 May 2020 

 

Houdry 

24 July 2020 

 

Emmett 

25 September 2020 

 

Boudart 

6 November 2020 

 

Burwell 

22 January 2021 

Awards Presented by the North American Catalysis Society 

The recipient of the Award 

and his/her nominators are in-

formed of the decision of the jury, 

followed by notification of jury 

members and of nominators of 

the other candidates. A formal 

announcement, composed by 

the President in consultation with 

the recipient and the nominator, is 

published in the NACS web site 

and the NACS newsletter and 

soon thereafter in Chemical and 

Engineering News. The awards are 

all presented at the biennial NACS 

meeting, where the respective 

citations are read and the award 

winners receive a plaque. 

The NACS community at-large 

deserves congratulations and 

thanks for the excellent cadre of 

nominees that it has put forth and 

chosen and for their dedication as 

nominators and as members of 

the jury. 

 

Awards 

 The F. G. Ciapetta Lectureship in 

Catalysis (prior to 1973 The Na-

tional Lectureship) 

 This award is sponsored by 

the W.R. Grace & Co. and 

The North American Cataly-

sis Society. 

 Deadline: 8 November 2019 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

ciapetta/ 

 Award for Distinguished Service 

in the Advancement of Cataly-

sis 

 This award is awarded by 

the North American Cataly-

sis Society and sponsored 

by ExxonMobil and Clariant. 

 Deadline: 22 May 2020 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

service/ 

 Eugene J. Houdry Award in Ap-

plied Catalysis 

 Award sponsored by Clari-

ant and administered by 

The Catalysis Society. 

 Deadline: 24 July 2020 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

houdry/ 

 Paul H. Emmett Award in Funda-

mental Catalysis 

 Award sponsored by the 

W.R. Grace & Co. and ad-

ministered by the North 

American Catalysis Society. 

 Deadline: 25 September 

2020 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

emmett/ 

 Michel Boudart Award for the 

Advancement of Catalysis 

 This award is sponsored by 

the Haldor Topsøe Compa-

ny and administered jointly 

by the North American Ca-

talysis Society and the Euro-

pean Federation of Cataly-

sis Societies. 

 Deadline: 6 November 2020 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

boudart/ 

 The Robert Burwell Lectureship 

in Catalysis 

 Sponsored by Johnson Mat-

they and administered by 

The North American Cataly-

sis Society. 

 Deadline: 22 January 2021 

 Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

burwell/ 
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17th International Congress on Catalysis 

June 14-19, 2020 

San Diego, California — www.2020icc.com 

INVITATION 

 

T he organizing committee 

cordially invites you to 

attend the 17th International 

Congress on Catalysis that will 

be held from June 14-19, 2020 

in San Diego, California, USA. 

The ICC 2020, with the theme 

of “2020 Vision for Catalysis”, 

will bring together our 

international community to 

share knowledge, bridge 

intellectual gaps, advance our 

science, and celebrate the 

talents and achievements of 

the most accomplished 

practitioners of our discipline. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

info@2020icc.com 

2020 VISION FOR CATALYSIS 

TOPICS 

 

 C1 Chemistry 

 H2 Generation and Use 

 Electrocatalysis and Photocatalysis Fundamentals 

 Environmental Catalysis 

 Conversion of Biomass and Biomass-derived 

Molecules 

 Catalysis with Ordered Porous Materials 

 Theory and Computation in Catalysis 

 Catalysis in Nitrogen Chemistry 

 Catalysis with Supported Metals 

 Catalyst Deactivation 

 Functionalization and Conversion of C2 – C5 

Paraffins 

 Syngas Generation and Use 

 Reaction Engineering 

 Heteroatom Removal 

 Carbon-Carbon and Carbon-Heteroatom Bond 

Formation 

 In-situ and Operando Analysis 

 Catalysis for Chemical Synthesis 

 Catalyst Synthesis and/or Characterization 

 Catalytic Cracking 

 Catalysis with Oxides 

KEY DATES 

 

 June 1, 2019 – Call for abstracts 

 October 31, 2019 – Deadline for 

abstract submission 

 February 28, 2020 – Acceptance 

notification 

 May 1, 2020 – Deadline for early 

registration 

 June 11, 2020 – Deadline for online 

registration 
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Canada Catalysis Division – CCD 

Website:www.catalysisdivision.ca 

 

Chair 

Ying Zheng 

University of New Brunswick 

ying.zheng@uwo.ca 

 

Vice Chair 

Natalia Semagina 

University of Alberta 

semagina@ualberta.ca 

 

Past-Chair 

Tom Baker 

University of Ottawa  

rbaker@uottawa.ca 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Hui Wang 

University of Saskatchewan  

hui.wang@usask.ca 

 

Member-at-Large 

Elena Baranova 

University of Ottawa  

elena.baranova@uottawa.ca 

 

Member-at-Large 

Nadi Braidi 

University of Sherbrooke  

Nadi.braidy@usherbrooke.ca 

 

Member-at-Large 

Robert Scott 

University of Saskatchewan  

robert.scott@usask.ca 

 

Member-at-Large 

Charles Xu 

Western University 

cxu6@uwo.ca 

 

Member-at-Large 

Xiaohui Zhang 

Shell 

x.zhang@shell.com 

 

Representative to NACS  

Natalia Semagina 

University of Alberta 

semagina@ualberta.ca 

 

Catalysis Club of Chicago – CCC 

Website: 

www.catalysisclubchicago.org 

 

President 

Massimiliano Delferro 

Argonne National Laboratory 

Delferro@anl.gov 

 

Vice President and Program Chair 

Tracy Lohr 

Northwestern University 

tracy.lohr@northwestern.edu 

 

Secretary 

David Childers  

Northwestern University 

david.childers@northwestern.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Wolfgang A. Spieker 

UOP LLC 

Wolfgang.Spieker@uop.com 

 

Secretary 

Bala Subramaniam 

University of Kansas 

bsubramaniam@ku.edu 

 

Communications Director 

Bin Wang 

University of Oklahoma 

wang_cbme@ou.edu 

 

Director 

Alan Allgeier 

University of Kansas 

alan.allgeier@ku.edu 

 

Director 

Jean-Philippe Tessonnier 

Iowa State University 

tesso@iastate.edu 

 

Industrial Liaison 

Walter Alvarez 

Phillips 66 

Walter.E.Alvarez@p66.com 

 

Membership Chair 

Steven Crossley 

University of Oklahoma 

stevencrossley@ou.edu 

 

Representative to NACS 

Daniel Resasco 

University of Oklahoma 

resasco@ou.edu 

 

Director - Past President (Through Sep-

tember 2017) 

Paul Dietrich 

BP Products North America  

Paul.Dietrich@bp.com 

 

Director (Through September 2018) 

James F. Brazdil 

INEOS Corporation 

james.brazdil@ineos.com 

 

Director (Through September 2017) 

Adriaan Sachtler 

UOP LLC 

Adriaan.Sachtler@Honeywell.com 

 

Representative to NACS 

Christopher L. Marshall 

Argonne National Laboratory 

Marshall@anl.gov 

 

Great Plains Catalysis Society – GPCS 

Website: www.greatplainscatalysis.org 

 

President 

Keith Hohn 

Kansas State University 

hohn@ksu.edu 

 

President-Elec 

Daniel Resasco 

University of Oklahoma 

resasco@ou.edu 

 

Treasure 

Kamyar Keyvanloo 

Phillips 66 

Kamyar.Keyvanloo@p66.com 

 

Mexican Academy of Catalysis - MAC 

Website: www.acat.org.mx 

 

President 

Rodolfo Zanella Specia 

UNAM 

rodolfo.zanella@ccadet.unam.mx 

 

Vice President 

Aída Gutiérrez Alejandre 

UNAM 

aidag@unam.mx 

 

Secretary 

Dora Alicia Solís Casados 

Universidad Autónoma del Estado de 

México 

dasolisc@uaemex.mx 

 

Treasurer 

Luis Escobar Alarcón 

Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones 

Nucleares 

luis.escobar@inin.gob.mx 

 

Director 

Antonio Toledo Antonio 

Instituto Mexicano del Petróleo 

atoledo@imp.mx 

 

Director 

Juan Carlos Fierro González 

Instituto Tecnológico de Celaya 

jcfierro@iqcelaya.itc.mx 

 

Director 

Sara Nuñez Correa 

Universidad Veracruzana 

sarnunez@uv.mx 

 

Representative to NACS 

Javier Rivera de la Rosa 

Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo 

León 

javier.riverad@uanl.edu.mx 

 

Michigan Catalysis Society - MCS 

President 

Andrew (Bean) Getsoian 

Ford Motor Company 

agetsoi1@ford.com 

 

Vice President 

Ming Yang 

General Motors Corporation 

ming.yang@gm.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Ana C. Alba-Rubio 

The University of Toledo 

ana.albarubio@utoledo.edu 

 

Director 

Vladimir Pushkarev 

The Dow Chemical Company 

vladimir.pushkarev@dowcorning.com 

 

Director 

Galen Fisher 

University of Michigan 

gbfisher@umich.edu 

 

Director 

Eranda Nikolla 

Wayne State University 

erandan@wayne.edu 
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Representative to NACS 

Eric Stangland 

The Dow Chemical Company 

EEStangland@dow.com 

 

New England Catalysis Society - NECS 

President 

Yuriy Román 

MIT 

yroman@mit.edu 

 

Vice-President 

Andrew Peterson 

Brown University 

Andrew_Peterson@brown.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Wei Fan 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

wfan@ecs.umass.edu 

 

Secretary 

Xiaowei Teng 

University of New Hampshire 

xw.teng@unh.edu 

 

Representative to NACS 

 

Catalysis Society of Metropolitan New 

York – CSNY 

Website: www.nycsweb.org 

 

Chair 

Georgios Tsilomelekis 

Rutgers University 

gt241@soe.rutgers.edu 

 

Chair-Elect 

Pavel Ruvinskiy 

BASF 

pavel.ruvinskiy@basf.com 

 

Past Chair 

Ke Xiong 

Ingredion 

kexiong88@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Lindsey Welch 

Cedar Crest College 

lawelch@cedarcrest.edu 

 

Treasurer 

John Brody 

ExxonMobil 

john.f.brody@exxonmobil.com 

 

Director - Membership 

Zhexi Lin 

Columbia University 

zl2453@columbia.edu 

 

Webmaster 

Benjamin Moskowitz 

Lehigh University 

bmm312@lehigh.edu 

 

Director 

Fuat Celik 

Rutgers University 

fuat.celik.nycs@rutgers.edu 

 

Director 

Lucas Dorazio 

BASF 

lucas.dorazio@basf.com 

 

Director 

Israel Wachs 

Lehigh University 

iew0@lehigh.edu 

 

Student Representative 

Sagar Sourav 

Lehigh University 

sas616@lehigh.edu 

 

NACS Representative 

Marco Castaldi 

City University of New York 

mcastaldi@ccny.cuny.edu 

 

Organic Reaction Catalysis Society – 

ORCS 

Website: orcs.org/ 

 

Chair 

Charles Orella 

Merck 

charles.orella@merck.com 

 

Past Chair 

Will Medlin 

University of Colorado  

will.medlin@colorado.edu 

 

Chair-Elect 

Girish Srinivas 

TDA Research, Inc. 

gsrinivas@tda.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Asanga B Padmaperuma 

PNNL 

asanga.padmaperuma@pnnl.gov 

 

Director to 2018 

Jaime Blanton 

Evonik 

Jaime.blanton@evonik.com 

 

Director to 2018 

Janette Villalobos 

Procter & Gamble 

villalobos.jm.2@pg.com 

 

Director to 2018 

Bala Subramanian 

University of Kansas  

bsubramaniam@ku.edu 

 

Director to 2020 

Bert Chandler 

Trinity University  

Bert.chandler@trinity.edu 

 

Director to 2020 

Al Metauro 

MEL Chemicals Inc. 

ametauro@melchemicals.com 

 

Non-North American Director – to 2020 

Dan Ostgard 

Evonik 

Dan.ostgard@evonik.com 

 

Representative to NACS – to 2020 

Karl O. Albrecht 

ADM 

Karl.Albrecht@adm.com 

 

Pacific Coast Catalysis Society – PCCS 

Chair 

Phillip Christopher  

UC Riverside  

christopher@engr.ucr.edu 

 

Vice-Co-Chair 

Ron Runnebaum 

UC Davis 

rcrunnebaum@ucdavis.edu 

 

Vice-Co-Chair 

Coleman Kronawitter  

UC Davis 

ckrona@ucdavis.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Kaidong Chen 

Chevron Tech. and Marketing 

kaic@chevron.com 

 

Secretary 

Jean-Sabin McEwen 

Washington State University 

js.mcewen@wsu.edu 

 

Representative to NACS 

Alexander Katz 

UC-Berkeley 

katz@cchem.berkeley.edu 

 

 

Catalysis Club of Philadelphia – CCP 

Website: catalysisclubphilly.org 

 

Chair 

Eric Sacia 

DuPont 

eric.r.sacia@dupont.com 

 

Past Chair 

Josh Pacheco 

Zeolyst International 

josh.pacheco@pqcorp.com 

 

Chair-Elect 

Jake Dickinson 

DuPont 

Jacob.g.Dickinson@dupont.com 

 

Treasurer 

Lifeng Wang 

Zeolyst International 

lifeng.wang@pqcorp.com 

 

Secretary 

Thomas Yeh 

Johnson Matthey 

thomas.yeh@jmusa.com 

 

Program Chair 

Srinivas Rangarajan 

Lehigh University 

srr516@lehigh.edu 

 

Arrangements Chair 

Muyuan Li 

University of Delaware 

muyuanl@udel.edu 
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Director Membership 

Jim Hughes 

Zeolyst International 

jim.hughes@pqcorp.com 

 

Director Poster Session 

Nick McNamara 

Johnson Matthey 

Nicholas.McNamara@jmusa.com 

 

Director Sponsorship 

Bill Borghard 

Consultant 

bborghard@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster 

Vlad Nikolakis 

W.L. Gore & Associates Inc. 

vnikolak@wlgore.com 

 

Representative to NACS 

Dion Vlachos 

University of Delaware 

vlachos@udel.edu 

 

Pittsburgh-Cleveland Catalysis Society 

- P-CCS 

Website: pccssite.wordpress.com 

 

President 

Giannis Mpourmpakis 

University of Pittsburgh 

gmpourmp@pitt.edu 

 

President-Elect 

James McKone 

University of Pittsburgh 

jmckone@pitt.edu 

 

Secretary 

Natalie Isenberg 

Carnegie Mellon University 

nisenberg@cmu.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Dominic Alfonso 

National Energy Technology Laborato-

ry 

alfonso@netl.doe.gov 

 

Director/Representative to NACS 

Götz Veser 

University of Pittsburgh 

gveser@pitt.edu 

 

Rocky Mountain Catalysis Society – 

RMCS 

President 

Morris Argyle 

Brigham Young University 

mdargyle@byu.edu 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Joseph H. Holles 

University of Wyoming 

jholles@uwyo.edu 

 

Representative to NACS 

Ryan Richards 

Colorado School of Mines 

rrichard@mines.ed 

 

Southeastern Catalysis Society – SECS 

Website: secatsoc.org 

 

President/Chairman 

Siris O. Laursen 

University of Tennessee 

slaursen@utk.edu 

 

Past President/Chairman 

John Kuhn 

University of South Florida 

jnkuhn@usf.edu 

 

Vice-President/President-Elect 

Rachel Getman 

Clemson University 

rgetman@g.clemson.edu 

 

Secretary 

Hongliang Xin 

Virginia Tech 

hxin@vt.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Todd J. Toops 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

toopstj@ornl.gov 

 

Director 

Carsten Sievers 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

carsten.sievers@chbe.gatech.edu 

 

Webmaster 

A. J. Medford 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

andrew.medford@chbe.gatech.edu 

 

NACS Representative 

Carsten Sievers 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

carsten.sievers@chbe.gatech.edu 

 

Southwest Catalysis Society – SWCS 

Chair Ye Xu 

Louisiana State University 

yexu@lsu.edu 

 

Chair-Elect 

Lars Grabow 

Houston University 

grabow@uh.edu 

 

Past Chair 

Lin Luo 

Dow Chemical 

lluo2@dow.com 

 

Secretary 

Alejandra Rivas Cardona 

ExxonMobil 

alejandra.r.rivas-

cardona@exxonmobil.com 

 

Treasurer 

Travis Conant 

SABIC 

tconant@sabic.com 

 

Director 

Nataly Garcia Vargas 

Albemarle 

nataly.garcia.vargas@albemarle.com 

 

Director 

Sheima Jatib-Khatib 

Texas Tech University 

sheima.khatib@ttu.edu 

 

Director 

Praveen Bollini 

Houston University 

ppbollin@central.uh.edu 

 

NACS Representative 

Bert Chandler 

Trinity University 

bchandle@trinity.edu 

 

Tri-State Catalysis Society – TSCS 

President 

Chandra Ratnasamy 

Clariant 

Chandra.Ratnasamy@clariant.com 

 

Past President 

Uschi Graham 

Faraday Energy 

graham@topasol.com 

 

Secretary 

Michael Severance 

Clariant 

michael.severance@clariant.com 

 

Treasurer 

Wilson Shafer 

Asbury University 

Wilson.Shafer@asbury.edu 

 

Representative to NACS 

Umit S. Ozkan 

The Ohio State University 

ozkan.1@osu.edu 
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