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National Officers : President - 

Enrique Iglesia, University of Cali-

fornia -Berkeley; Vice -President - 

Bruce R. Cook,BP Products  NA, 

Inc.; Secretary - Hong -Xin Li, 

Zeolyst International; Treasurer - 

C. Y. Chen, Chevron Energy 

Technology Co.; Lead Trustee - 

Thomas F. Degnan, University of 

Notre Dame; Communications 

Director - Edrick Morales, Sasol 

Chemicals (USA) LLC; Archivist - 

Uschi Graham, Topasol LLC.  

 

Club Representatives : Canada - 

R. Tom Baker, University of Otta-

wa; Chicago - Christopher L. 

Marshall, Argonne National La-

boratory; Mexico - José Antonio 

de los Reyes, Universidad Autono-

ma Metropolitana, Campus 

Iztapalapa; Michigan - Eric 

Stangland, The Dow Chemical 

Company; New England - William 

C. (Curt) Conner, University of 

Massachusetts; New York - Israel 

E. Wachs, Lehigh University; Or-

ganic Reactions Catalysis Society 

- Karl O. Albrecht, Pacific North-

west National Laboratory; Pacific 

Coast - Alex Katz, University of 

California -Berkeley; Philadelphia - 

Dion Vlachos, University of Dela-

ware; Pittsburgh ðCleveland - 

Götz Veser, University of Pitts-

burgh; Rocky Mountain ñRyan 

Richards, Colorado School of 

Mines; Southeast - Carsten Siev-

ers, Georgia Institute of Technolo-

gy; Southwest - Mike Reynolds, 

Shell International Exploration 

and Production; Tri-State (KY/OH/

WV) - Umit S. Ozkan, The Ohio 

State University.  

 

Directors ðatðLarge : Jingguang G. 

Chen, Columbia University; Rob-

ert J. Davis, University of Virginia; 

Maria Flytzani -Stephanopoulos, 

Tufts University; Bruce Gates, 

University of California at Davis; 

Fabio H. Ribeiro, Purdue Universi-

ty; Stuart L. Soled, ExxonMobil.  
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I  am pleased to announce that 

Professor Jingguang Chen of 

Columbia University is the 

recipient of the 2017 Robert 

Burwell Lectureship in Catalysis of 

the North American Catalysis 

Society, sponsored by Johnson 

Matthey and administered by The 

North American Catalysis Society. 

It is awarded biennially in odd -

numbered years. The award 

consists of a plaque and an 

honorarium of $5,000. The plaque 

will be presented during the 

closing banquet ceremonies at 

the 2017 North American Meeting 

of the Catalysis Society. An 

additional $4,500 is available to 

cover travelling expenses in North 

America.  

Professor Chen will present 

lectures at the local catalysis 

clubs and societies during the two

-year period covered by this 

award.  

The Robert Burwell Lectureship 

in Catalysis is given in recognition 

of substantial contributions to one 

or more areas in the field of catal-

ysis with emphasis on d isc overy 

and understanding of catalytic 

phenomena, catalytic reaction 

mechanisms and identification 

and description of catalytic sites 

and species.  

Professor Chen is being specif-

ic a lly rec ognized  for his p ioneer-

ing contributions to the mechanis-

tic understanding and applica-

tions of carbide and bimetallic 

catalysts in heterogeneous cataly-

sis and electrocatalysis. His re-

search  has utilized rigorous com-

bination of surface science, theo-

retical modeling, reactor and 

electrochemical cell descriptions, 

and in -situ characterization to 

significantly advance the under-

standing of the active sites and 

reaction descriptors in transition 

metal carbides for a wide range 

of catalytic and electrocatalytic 

reactions. He has also pioneered 

studies for identifying the unique 

electronic and catalytic proper-

ties of monolayer bimetallic cata-

Jingguang Chen is the recipient of the 2017 Robert 

Burwell Lectureship in Catalysis  

lysts, combining surface science 

and in -situ investigations over sin-

gle crystal surfaces, well -

characterized polycrystalline thin 

films, and oxide -supported pow-

der catalysts. His discovery of the 

dynamic behavior in the structural 

arrangement of bimetallic cata-

lysts has provided guidance on 

the design of bimetallic structures, 

as well as the metal -oxide inter-

faces, that would remain catalyti-

cally active and stable under re-

action conditions.  

 

Bruce Cook  

VP, North American Catalysis 

Society  

T he electronic election for six Director -at -

Large positions is now complete.  

I am pleased to announce that the 

following individuals have been elected to 

a four -year term as Director -at -Large from a 

slate of 13 candidates:  

¶ Jingguang Chen (Columbia University)  

¶ Jim Dumesic (University of Wisconsin)  

¶ Maria Flytzani -Stephanopoulos (Tufts Uni-

versity)  

¶ Bruce C. Gates (University of California at 

Davis) 

¶ Chris Jones (Georgia Institute of Technol-

ogy) 

¶ Fabio H. Ribeiro (Purdue University)  

They will be seated as NACS Board 

members at the start of the Board Meeting 

on June 4, 2017.  

Stu Soled (ExxonMobil) was elected as 

the First Alternate and Abhaya Datye 

(University of New Mexico) was elected as 

the Second Alternate. They will succeed in 

that order any elected Director -at -Large 

who cannot complete their term because 

of resignation or of election as Officer.  

Votes were received from 425 of the 

1720 NACS members of record. The elec-

tronic ballots were collected, recorded, 

and certified by Creative Scanning Solu-

tions, Inc. an independent organization 

contracted by the North American Cataly-

sis Society for this purpose.  

On behalf of the Society and 

of the catalysis community at -

large, we would like to thank the 

13 nominees for their willingness to 

stand for election and to serve 

NACS. 

 

Enrique Iglesia  

President, North American Cataly-

sis Society 

Election Results for Director -at -Large  
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T he North  American Catalysis 

Society sponsors six prestigious 

awards and lectureships to recog-

nize the accomplishments of ca-

talysis scientists and to promote 

the advancement of catalysis 

science in North America and 

world -wide.  

Three of these awards include 

plenary lectures at NACS biannual 

meetings (Eugene J. Houdry 

Award in Applied Catalysis, Paul 

H. Emmett Award in Fundamental 

Catalysis, Michel Boudart Award 

for the Advancement of Catalysis, 

the latter jointly presented with 

the European Federation of Ca-

talysis Societies). The F.G. Ciapet-

ta and Robert Burwell Lectureships 

in Catalysis involve lectures at lo-

cal club meetings and the 

presentation of the awards at the 

NACS meeting banquet. The 

NACS Award for Distinguished 

Service in the Advancement of 

Catalysis is the most recent recog-

nition instituted by the Society. All 

of these awards are presented 

every two years and the nomina-

tion deadlines are listed in below. 

Additional information is available 

in the NACS website: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/.  

Canvassing and Nomination Pro-

cesses  

NACS encourages all nominations 

for these awards and nominators 

and nominees need not be NACS 

members. The President instructs 

the Vice President to form a can-

vassing committee for each cycle 

of every award to ensure a full 

slate of outstanding candidates. 

This committee is led by the NACS 

Vice -President and consists of pre-

vious award recipients and recog-

nized experts within the catalysis 

community at -large. The commit-

tee identifies worthy candidates 

and its Chair seeks nominators for 

these candidates, but provides no 

specific guidance about the 

preparation of the nomination 

packages beyond that provided 

on the NACS web site. The Chair 

also instructs the Secretary to con-

tact all NACS local representa-

tives to request that they canvass 

for nominations within their local 

sections. All nomination deadlines 

and cycles are also announced in 

the quarterly NACS newsletter.  

 

Award Recipient Nomination Pro-

cess 

The jury that selects each NACS 

award recipient consists of scien-

tists and engineers recognized as 

experts and representing industry, 

academia, and national labs. The 

members of this jury must have no 

affiliation with any of the nomi-

nees and are specifically asked to 

disclose any conflicts of interest 

and to disqualify themselves with-

out prejudice when a conflict ex-

ists. The selection jury is appointed 

by the NACS President, who seeks 

guidance in selecting its members 

from the Vice President and from 

senior members of the catalysis 

community. The identity of the jury 

members is kept in the strictest 

confidence and known only to 

the President; the members are 

also required to keep their partici-

pation in these committees confi-

dential.  

The NACS President provides 

the jury with the nomination pack-

ages for all candidates within two 

weeks of the deadline; in the in-

tervening time, potential jury 

members are asked about their 

willingness to serve. The members 

of the jury rank the candidates 

and provide specific details for 

their selection in the case of the 

top three candidates. In some 

cases, jury members are asked to 

again rank the top two candi-

dates side -by -side, after consider-

ing their respective nomination 

packages once again.  

Award Deadlines  

Boudart 

9 November 2018 

 

Burwell 

25 January 2019 

 

Ciapetta 

10 November 2017 

 

Emmett 

28 September 2018 

 

Houdry 

27 July 2018 

 

Service 

25 May 2018 

Awards Presented by the North American Catalysis Society  

The recipient of the Award 

and his/her nominators are in-

formed of the decision of the jury, 

followed by notification of jury 

members and of nominators of 

the other candidates. A formal 

announcement, composed by 

the President in consultation with 

the recipient and the nominator, is 

published in the NACS web site 

and the NACS newsletter and 

soon thereafter in Chemical and 

Engineering News. The awards are 

all presented at the biennial NACS 

meeting, where the respective 

citations are read and the award 

winners receive a plaque.  

The NACS community at -large 

deserves congratulations and 

thanks for the excellent cadre of 

nominees that it has put forth and 

chosen and for their dedication as 

nominators and as members of 

the jury.  

 

Awards  

§ Michel Boudart Award for the 

Advancement of Catalysis  

ß This award is sponsored by 

the Haldor Topsøe Compa-

ny and administered jointly 

by the North American Ca-

talysis Society and the Euro-

pean Federation of Cataly-

sis Societies. 

ß Deadline: 9 November 2018  

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

boudart/  

§ The Robert Burwell Lectureship 

in Catalysis  

ß Sponsored by Johnson Mat-

they and administered by 

The North American Cataly-

sis Society. 

ß Deadline: 25 January 2019  

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

burwell/  

§ The F. G. Ciapetta Lectureship in 

Catalysis (prior to 1973 The Na-

tional Lectureship)  

This award is sponsored by the 

W.R. Grace & Co. and The North 

American Catalysis Society.  

ß Deadline: 10 November 

2017 

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

ciapetta/  

§ Paul H. Emmett Award in Funda-

mental Catalysis  

ß Award sponsored by the 

W.R. Grace & Co. and ad-

ministered by the North 

American Catalysis Society.  

ß Deadline: 28 September 

2018 

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

emmett/  

§ Eugene J. Houdry Award in Ap-

plied Catalysis  

ß Award sponsored by Clari-

ant and administered by 

The Catalysis Society.  

ß Deadline: 27 July 2018  

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

houdry/  

§ Award for Distinguished Service 

in the Advancement of Cataly-

sis 

ß This award is awarded by 

the North American Cataly-

sis Society and sponsored 

by ExxonMobil and Clariant.  

ß Deadline: 25 May 2018  

ß Webpage: http://

nacatsoc.org/awards/

service/  
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First Glance at the NAM25 Plenary Sessions  

Monday  

8:00AM -9:00AM  
Plenary Lecture: Houdry Award - Recent Advances in Catalysis for Petrochemicals ñJeff 

Bricker, UOP-Honeywell  

Tuesday  

8:00AM -9:00AM  

Plenary Lecture: Emmett Award - Catalysis on plasmonic metal nanoparticles ñSuljo Linic, 

University of Michigan  

Wednesday  

8:00AM -9:00AM  

Plenary Lecture: Boudart Award - Molecular Catalysts on Supports: Organometallic Chemis-

try Meets Surface Science ñBruce Gates, University of California, Davis  

Keynote Speakers  

Monday  

James   Dumesic  

11:20AM  

 A Co -Solvent System Using Biomass -Derived Gamma -Valerolactone for Efficient Fractionation of 

Lignocellulosic Biomass  

Paul J. Dauenhauer  

2:30PM 

Bubbles, Bottles and Bands from Biomass  

Michael Reynolds  

3:40PM 

 Catalyst Applications  for the Production of Unconventional Gas and Tight Oil  

Beatriz 

Roldan Cuenya  

4:40PM 

 Operando  Nanocatalysis: Size, shape, composition, and chemical state effects  

Tuesday  

Robert Schloegl  

9:40AM  

Why Operando Studies in Catalysis  

Wei Li 

10:20AM  

Low Temperature Catalyst Technologies: Recent Developments and Future Needs  

C. P. Kelkar  

11:20AM  

Innovations in Refinery Catalysis ð A Smart Way to Enhance Value of Crude Oil  

Magnus Skoglundh  

2:30PM 

 Mobility of Copper in Zeolite -Based SCR Catalysts  

Cynthia Friend  

3:40PM 

Design Principles for Improving Selectivity in Heterogenous Oxidation Catalysis  

Wednesday  

Bert Chandler  

9:40AM  

Improving the Selective Oxidation of Carbon Monoxide Present in Gaseous Streams Using Sup-

ported Gold Catalysts  

Rob Hart  

10:40AM  

Opportunities and Challenges for the Chemical Industry Brought About by Shale Hydrocarbon 

Resources: a perspective from the American Chemistry Council Working Group on Catalysis  

Michael Janik  

11:20AM  

Density Functional Theory Studies of Electrocatalysis - pH and Cation Effects on the Hydrogen 

Oxidation Reaction  

William F. Schneider  

1:30PM 

 Operando Catalysis - a Density Functional Theory Perspective  

John R. Kitchin  

1:30PM 

Modeling Coverage Dependent Adsorption of Oxygen on Pd(111) Using a Neural Network Po-

tential Trained from Density Functional Theory  

Thursday 

Stuart Soled  

8:20AM  

Improving Fischer -Tropsch Catalyst Formulations from Deactivation Learnings  

Gang Fu  

9:00AM  

Catalysis at the Interface: A Coordination Chemistry View  

Ryong Ryoo  

1:30PM 

Mesoporous zeolite catalysts with strong acidity and high metal -supporting capacity  

David West  

3:40PM 

Bifurcations in the oxidative coupling of methane  

New! NAM25 App Information  

https://nam.confex.com/

nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi  

 

Follow the above link to check out 

the NAM25 App! You will be able 

to navigate the entire scientific 

curriculum this yearsõ program has 

to offer. Search the program by 

Day, by Session by Speakers, and 

more. You can even download 

the Program Overview, see a list of 

Exhibitors and floorplans.  

Create a New Account or use 

existing login credentials to 

ensure you wonõt miss your 

favorite sessions.  

For more information, please click  

the link above.  

 

https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Session/1664
https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Session/1662
https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Session/1663
https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi
https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi
https://nam.confex.com/nam/2017/meetingapp.cgi
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Catalysis Club of Philadelphia  

Annual Spring Symposium  

T he Annual Catalysis Club of 

Philadelphia Spring Symposium 

was held at the DoubleTree Hotel 

in Wilmington, DE on May 11, 

2017.  The symposium featured 

nine speakers from across the 

country, both from industry and 

academia.  The broad list of top-

ics and speakers is below:  

¶ John Shabaker , BP Products 

North America ñEmerging 

Challenges in Catalysis for 

Sustainable Production of 

Transport Fuels: An Industrial 

View  

¶ Laszlo Nemeth , University of 

Nevada Las Vegas ñScience 

and Technology of Frame-

work Metal -Containing Mo-

lecular Sieves Catalysts  

¶ Mark Deimund , ExxonMobil 

Research and Engineering 

Company ñSynthesis of Zin-

cosilicate Catalysts for the 

Oligomerization of Propylene  

¶ C.Y. Chen , Chevron Energy 

Technology Company ñ

Zeolite Catalysis with a Focus 

on Downstream Refining Ap-

plications  

¶ Martin Johnson , Eli Lilly and 

Company ñContinuous Reac-

tors for Homogeneous Cataly-

sis in Pharmaceutical Manu-

facturing  

¶ Maureen Tang , Drexel Universi-

tyñMechanisms and Materi-

Caption: Attendees at the 2017 CCP Spring Symposium, DoubleTree Hotel, Wilmington, DE.  

May 11, 2017  

als for Alkaline Hydrogen Elec-

trocatalysis  

¶ Maura Koehle , University of 

Delaware, student poster con-

test winner ñProduction of 

para -methylstyrene and para -

divinylbenzene from furanic 

compounds  

¶ Eranda Nikolla , Wayne State 

UniversityñDesign of complex 

metal/metal -oxide heteroge-

neous catalytic materials for 

energy and chemical conver-

sion  

¶ Janos Szanyi , Pacific North-

west National Laboratory ñ

The mechanism of CO2 re-

duction over Pd/Al 2O3: a 

combined steady state iso-

tope transient kinetic analysis 

(SSITKA) and operando FTIR 

investigation  

Catalysis Club of Philladelphia 

Award  

Each year (since 1968), the club 

has sponsored and administered 

the Catalysis Club of Philladelphia 

Award . The awared consists of a 

plaque and $1000.  The award 

recognizes an outstanding 

member of the catalysis 

community, who has made 

significant contributions to the 

advancement of catalysis in the 

areas of sciene, technology, and/

or organizational leadership.  This 

year the awardee is Dr. Thomas 

Colacot  from Johnson Matthey for 

his fundamental research 

contributions in Pd catalysis, as 

well as his synthetic skills at 

providing kilogram levels of 

extremely important catalysts for 

worldwide use.  He will be giving 

an award talk in the fall to kick off 

the CCP 2017 -2018 season.  

The election of new CCP of-

ficers was completed.  The new 

officers for the 2017 -2018 season 

are:  

¶ Chair: Josh Pacheco  

¶ Chair -Elect: Eric Sacia  

¶ Past Chair: Anton Petushkov  

¶ Secretary: Dan Slanac  

¶ Treasurer: Lifeng Wang  

¶ Director: Thomas Yeh  

¶ Director: Alan Allgeier  

¶ Director: Sourav Sengupta  

¶ Program Chair: Jim Hughes  

¶ Arrangements Chair: Paul 

Pepin  

¶ Webmaster: Carl Menning  

¶ NACS Representative: Dion 

Vlachos  














